
The Life of David 
In-Depth Bible Study Series 

David’s Coronation 
2 Samuel 5-6 

Prayer 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and 
exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

Read through the complete passage for this study, 2 Samuel 5-6. Then review the 
questions below concerning this section of 2 Samuel and write your notes on them. As 
you prepare, ask yourself: What does the passage actually say? What does the passage 
mean? How does this truth affect my life? What does this tell me about the Gospel? (For 
further background, see the Lutheran Study Bible, pages 492-496, or any other study 
bible you may have). 

1. What three reasons do the representatives of the tribes of Israel give for recognising David as their 
king? In the grand scheme of 1-2 Samuel, what significance do their reasons have? 

2. The city of Jerusalem, an unconquered Canaanite stronghold (Joshua 15:63; Judges 1:21), did not 
belong to either Judah or Israel. Why did he make it his capital city? Why is that significant for 
David politically? Why did he succeed in this venture? 
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3. What do you see as the full significance of the statement made about David in 2 Samuel 5:10 
According to 5:12, what truth did David recognise, and what is the importance of that truth? 

 

4. How does David consolidate his success and establish himself firmly in his kingdom? Notice the 
way David faced his enemies. What parts of his strategy could you incorporate into your approach 
for meeting problems and opposition in your life? 

5. What was the ark of the covenant (see: Exodus 25:10-22 and Deuteronomy 10:8)? Why would it be 
important for David to bring the ark to his new capital of Jerusalem? What mistake does David 
make when having the ark moved? Why does God respond so strongly to this mistake? How does 
David react to God's response?  
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6. Why does David change his mind again and once more bring the ark to Jerusalem? What does he 
do differently the second time he moves the ark? Why does he do it this way? How long did it take 
him? What might this suggest about the nature of the Bible at this time? 

 

7. What truths revealed in 2 Samuel 6 have a bearing on the way Christians are called to worship 
God today? What lessons about holy things do we learn from David's experience? 

8. How do you explain Michael's reaction to David's enthusiasm? What are the consequences of her 
scorn? What about their history might have contributed to this breakdown? 
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9. What would you select as the key verse or passage in 2 Samuel 5-6—one that best captures or 
reflects the dynamics of what these chapters are all about? 

10. List any lingering questions you have about 2 Samuel 5-6. 
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