
The Life of David 
In-Depth Bible Study Series 

The End of the Civil War 
2 Samuel 3-4 

Prayer 
Increase, O God, the spirit of neighbourliness among us, that in peril we may uphold one another, 
in suffering tend to one another, and in homelessness, loneliness, or exile befriend one another. 
Grant us brave and enduring hearts that we may strengthen one another, until the disciplines and 
testing of these days are ended, and you again give peace in our time; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.   

Read through the complete passage for this study, 2 Samuel 3-4. Then review the 
questions below concerning this section of 2 Samuel and write your notes on them. As 
you prepare, ask yourself: What does the passage actually say? What does the passage 
mean? How does this affect my life? What does this tell me about the Gospel? (For 
further background, see the Lutheran Study Bible, pages 490-492, or any other study 
bible you may have). 

1. The civil war wore on. During the seven years David ruled in Hebron, he apparently married four 
more wives. His family grew. Six sons were born in Hebron. God’s plan for marriage is typically 
understood as one man and one woman united in a life-long relationship. What negative effects 
do you think polygamy. Created in David’s family emotionally and spiritually? 
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2. Abner had set Ishbaal up as a puppet king. Read 3:7-11. To claim a king’s concubine amounted to 
claiming the whole harem and, therefore, the throne. No wonder Ishbaal felt threatened and 
Abner outraged. How did God the schemes of evil men end up serving God’s purpose? 

 

3. Why does Abner change sides in the civil war between the House of Saul’s and the House of 
David? How does David receive him? 
 
 

4. What do these events demonstrate about Abner’s character and personality? What does Abner 
understand about God’s plan for David, according to 2 Samuel 3:9–10 and 3:18? What contrast do 
you see between Abner’s actions and what he knows about God’s will? What lesson do you find 
there? 

2 Samuel 3-4 Page  of 2 5



5. David’s plans for reconciliation with Israel were threatened by Joab. What does chapter 3 reveal 
about the personality and character of Joab? What motivates Joab to murder Abner? What was at 
the root of all Joab’s actions? 

6. How might the murder of Abner benefit David? How does David respond to the murder? Why do 
you think the sudden death of Abner caused David so much anguish? Why is David’s response 
good politically and for the Israelites? How should we respond when the sins of others appear to 
benefit us and give us what we want? 
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7. With Abner out of the way, a power struggle began in the tribe of Benjamin. Two young men from 
Benjamin murder Ishbaal. How did the murderers evidently expect David to react to the news of 
Ishbaal’s death? How does David react to their murder? How is this consistent with his earlier 
responses to the deaths of Saul, Johnathan, and Abner? How does this show his trust in God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. The first four chapters of 2 Samuel and and a great deal of 1 Samuel deal with interpersonal 
conflicts. What lessons can you learn about the difficulties of handling conflict from these 
chapters? How does what Jesus and Paul said apply here (Matthew 5:38-42; Luke 6:27-36; Romans 
12:12, 17-21)? What about when the other party refuses to reconcile? 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9. What would you select as the key verse or passage in 2 Samuel 3-4—one that best captures or 
reflects the dynamics of what these chapters are all about? 

10. List any lingering questions you have about 2 Samuel 3-4. 
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