
The Life of David 
In-Depth Bible Study Series 

King at Last 
2 Samuel 1-2 

Prayer 
Merciful God, you desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they should turn to you and live; 
and through your only Son you have revealed yourself as the God who pardons iniquity. Have 
mercy on us. Awaken in us, by your Word and Holy Spirit, a deep sense of our sinfulness and peril. 
Take from us all ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of your Word. Grant us to know and 
feel that there is no other Name under heaven given among men by which they must be saved, but 
only the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. And so bring us home and number us among your children, 
that they may be yours for ever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Read through the complete passage for this study, 2 Samuel 1-2. Then review the 
questions below concerning this section of 2 Samuel and write your notes on them. As 
you prepare, ask yourself: What does the passage actually say? What does the passage 
mean? How does this affect my life? What does this tell me about the Gospel? (For 
further background, see the Lutheran Study Bible, pages 487-490, or any other study 
bible you may have). 

1. Compare the Amalekite’s story in 2 Samuel 1:4-10 with the account in 1 Samuel 31:3-6. Why did the 
young man lie to David about the death of Saul? What did he expect from David for his message? 
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2. How did David respond to the Amalekite? What do you think motivated David to respond to the 
young man’s testimony the way he did (2 Samuel 1:14-16)? Did David’s response seem appropriate 
to you? What does this say about how should are supposed to respond to God’s judgment upon 
sinners? What might this tell us about the final judgment? 

 

3. 2 Samuel 1:17-27 is David’s funeral dirge for Saul and Johnathan. What does the song’s refrain (1:19, 
25, 27) tell you about the theme David’s dirge? What do you learn about David through this 
personal expression of his grief? Why did David mourn over the death of Saul instead of rejoicing 
at the Lord’s revenge on David’s enemy and rival? 
 
 

4. Personal reflection. Sharing optional. Think of those in your own life with whom you’ve been in 
conflict. How ready are you to acknowledge the good times you may have shared or the good 
qualities in the person, despite the conflict? Why is it important to resolve conflicts and rivalries 
quickly. Explain from David’s experience and from your own if you can. (See also Romans 12:18, 
14:19; Galatians 5:24-26; and Ephesians 4:22-32). 
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5.  Besides the death of Saul, what is the motivation for David’s going up to Hebron, in the land of 
Judah? Put another way, what does he do before going to Hebron? Why are David’s wives 
mentioned, and why does he bring them to Hebron (see 1 Samuel 25)? What does that tell you 
about these marriages? 

6. After Saul dies, David claims only the tribe of Judah as his kingdom. Why does David not assert his 
authority to rule all twelve tribes at this time? Why shouldn’t it be surprising that David soon 
became king in Judah (look back at 1 Samuel 30:26-31)? What skills for diplomacy does David 
exhibit in his first act as king (2 Samuel 2:4b-7)? 
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7. Why does Abner crown Ishbaal as king of Israel instead of acknowledging David as his king? How  
does that contrast with how David was made king? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Two rival generals emerge in this chapter: Abner, leading the forces of Saul’s family, and Joab, 
leading David’s forces. How do the generals try to resolve the conflict without a full scale war? 
How does their ideal fail?  What are the results of the battle following that failure? Why does the 
writer focus more on an individual fight rather than the fighting as a whole? Think about times in 
your own life when rivalry or competition resulted in someone getting hurt. What does it take to 
end a rivalry? 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9. What would you select as the key verse or passage in 2 Samuel 1-2—one that best captures or 
reflects the dynamics of what these chapters are all about? 

10. List any lingering questions you have about 2 Samuel 1-2. 
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