
The Life of David 
In-Depth Bible Study Series 

The Fall of Saul 
1 Samuel 29-31 

Prayer 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in darkness for the godly: 
Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us do, that the 
Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices; that in your light we may see light, and in your 
straight path we may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Read through the complete passage for this study, 1 Samuel 29–31. Then review the 
questions below concerning this section of 1 Samuel and write your notes on them. As 
you prepare, ask yourself: What does the passage actually say? What does the passage 
mean? How does this affect my life? What does this tell me about the Gospel? (For 
further background, see the Lutheran Study Bible, pages 482-486, or any other study 
bible you may have). 

1. Summarise the events and military developments occurring these chapters. Why was David not 
allowed to accompany the Philistines in their war against Israel? How does he respond to their 
rejection? How did the Philistine king’s decision fit into the purposes of God for David’s life? 

1 Samuel 29-30 Page  of 1 5



2. In your opinion, was David planning to fight for the Philistines against Israel, or was he going to 
change sides on the battlefield? Since the Bible does not tell us David’s plan, we can only make a 
guess; what evidence supports your guess about David’s plan? Do you approve or disapprove of 
that plan? 

3. What happened while David and his men were way from their families and possessions? What 
would have happened if they had stayed away longer to fight alongside the Philistines (or against 
them)? Who is in control of this situation, sending David and his men back home in time to 
respond to the Amalekite attack? What lesson do you draw from this? 
 
 

4. On returning home to find his city burned and his family kidnapped (30:3-8). What is the 
significance of David’s response to this crisis in 30:6? How does David further respond in 30:7–8? 
What does it say to you about times of grief in your own life? 
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5.  While pursuing the Amalekites, what act of mercy did David and his men perform (see 30:11–15)? 
How was their kindness rewarded? Why don’t all his men participate in the fight? What precedent 
does David establish following this victory? What does this say about his leadership? Do you think 
this practice is wise or foolish? Explain your answer. 

6. How do the Philisitnes prevail against Saul and the Israelites in this chapter? What tragedies did 
Saul witness before his death? Why does Saul want to be killed by his armorbearer, and why does 
Saul commit suicide? Does God approve of suicide under such circumstances? 
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7. Though already dead, Saul is decapitated by the Philistines (31:9). Two other figures are also 
decapitated in 1 Samuel (see 5:4; 17:51). Do you think this is mere coincidence? If not, what is the 
significance of this similarity? What do these three figures have in common? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. How do the Philistines treat the bodies of Saul and his family? What group of people bravely 
reverses the Philistine action? Why would they risk their lives to recover Saul’s body and bury his 
bones? (Recall 11:1–11.) What does this act say about them?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. From the time of David’s anointing to the death of Saul and David’s rise to Israel’s throne, nearly 
fifteen years passed. All this time, God kept David “on hold,” as it were, while God waited and 
worked to bring Saul to repentance. What does this say to you about God’s grace in your own life? 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10. What would you select as the key verse or passage in 1 Samuel 29-31—one that best captures or 
reflects the dynamics of what these chapters are all about? 

11. List any lingering questions you have about 1 Samuel 29-31. 
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