
The Life of David 
In-Depth Bible Study Series 

David in Philistia, Saul at Endor 
1 Samuel 27-28 

Prayer 
Holy Father, purify our lips from every misuse of Your name by cursing, swearing, witchcraft, lying, 
or deception. Open our mouths to reverence Your holy name, calling upon it in every time of 
trouble, praying for what You promise to give, praising You for Your glory, and giving thanks to You 
as the giver of every good and perfect gift; this we ask in the name that gives us access to You, the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Read through the complete passage for this study, 1 Samuel 27–28. Then review the 
questions below concerning this section of 1 Samuel and write your notes on them. As 
you prepare, ask yourself: What does the passage actually say? What does the passage 
mean? How does this truth affect my life? What does this tell me about the Gospel? (For 
further background, see the Lutheran Study Bible, pages 479–482, or any other study 
bible you may have). 

1. What are your impressions of David’s experience among the Philistines as narrated in chapter 27 
and in 28:1–2? Why do you suppose David now felt comfortable moving to Gath (see 27:2–3), 
although previously he had feared for his life there (see 21:10–15)? What had changed? 
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2. It had been David’s regular practice to seek the Lord’s guidance (e.g., 23:2, 4) and to refer to the 
Lord in conversation (25:34; 26:10). Do we see the same in chapters 27–28? What might this 
answer suggest? Do you think David’s move into Philistine territory (see 27:1) reflects a lack of 
faith in the Lord? Why or why not?  Think about a time you took action based not on faith, but on 
the kind of fear that may have been driving David. How did it turn out? 

3. How did David support himself while living in Achish’s territory (see 27:8–9)?  In what ways were 
David’s words to Achish (see 28:2) ambiguous and deceptive? Why did David lie to Achish about 
his activities (see 27:10–12)? God cared for David while in foreign territory and guarded him from 
sinning because he genuinely wanted to seek God’s honor and His people’s good. Can you rely on 
God’s care and guarding in your own life? What should you do in light of this? 
 
 

4. What crucial crossroad do we come to in 28:1–2? Keeping the circumstances of chapter 27 in 
mind, what potential complexities might be on the horizon? 
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5. How does a Christian inquire of the Lord? What are the right methods? Why does the Lord detest 
mediums and spiritists? (See Leviticus 19:31 and 20:27). In 28:6–11, how did Saul respond to the 
military situation? Since this practice is forbidden by God’s Law, why does God permit the Spirit 
of Samuel to appear before Saul and the medium of Endor? 

6. Read again Samuel’s prediction of Saul’s downfall in 1 Samuel 15:24-29. Compare this to 28:16-19. 
Why would such a prediction result in the physical and emotional collapse described in 28:20? 
Why does God choose to speak in this fashion to the king? 
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7. Why do you think Saul sought to contact Samuel? In 28:12–19, what does Saul learn? How does 
this information conform to what Samuel told Saul earlier in 15:26–28? How does Saul respond to 
this information? 

 

8. What should he have done instead of consulting a medium? What should he have done when he 
heard Samuel? What does this whole episode, including Saul’s final reaction, reveal about his 
psychological and spiritual state? What warning does this leave for us today? 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9. What would you select as the key verse or passage in 1 Samuel 27-28—one that best captures or 
reflects the dynamics of what these chapters are all about? 

10. List any lingering questions you have about 1 Samuel 27-28. 
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