
The Life of David 
In-Depth Bible Study Series 

David Saves and Spares 
1 Samuel 25-26 

Prayer 
Almighty God, you have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities; grant that we, who for our evil deeds deserve to be punished, by the might of your grace 
may mercifully be received; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Read through the complete passage for this study, 1 Samuel 25–26. Then review the 
questions below concerning this section of 1 Samuel and write your notes on them. As 
you prepare, ask yourself: What does the passage actually say? What does the passage 
mean? How does this truth affect my life? What does this tell me about the Gospel? (For 
further background, see the Lutheran Study Bible, pages 476-479, or any other study 
bible you may have). 

1. What request does David make of Nabal, and why does he refuse? How is David take this news? 
Why is his reaction so violent? Do you think relation is justified? 

2. How did the Lord use Abigail as His messenger to David in 25:28-31? How does Abigail prevent the 
violence David is planning? In what ways do the actions and words of Abigail give us a better 
understanding of what Jesus has done for us? 
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3. What is the relationship between David and Abigail? How does God reward the wisdom of Abigail 
and David’s acceptance of her wisdom? What blessings come to David because he listens to 
Abigail? What does this tell us about listening to the advise of others? 

 

4. How does God bring judgment on Nabal? What might this foreshadow about Saul’s fate? What 
does this tell us about God’s care for his people? 

5. Between two scenes of David’s sparing Saul, we read that Nabal’s life was spared, yet the 
circumstances were quite different. In 1 Samuel 25, how does David’s reaction to Nabal’s disdain 
highlight the restraint David showed toward Saul?  What else do we learn about David from this 
rather peculiar chapter, especially in light of its position in this three-story-sandwich of chapters 
24–26? 
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6. By God’s grace, David has by this point set his heart on doing no harm to Saul. Why do you think 
God twice gave David a chance to kill Saul? Why is David so stubborn to refuse to hurt Saul?  

 

7. David nearly gave into the temptation to murder Nabal, but was able to resist the temptation to 
assassinate Saul. How are you also inconsistent in your life as a Christian, sometimes resisting 
temptation and sometimes not resisting? How is it comforting to see David blessed by God in 
spite of his weaknesses? 

8. What do we learn about the right way to regard and treat our “enemies” in these passages: Exodus 
23:4–5; Leviticus 19:17–18; Deuteronomy 32:35; Matthew 5:43–48; Romans 12:19; Hebrews 10:30? 
What have you learned in your life about “putting a cork in” your anger — even when you felt you 
had every reason to be angry? (See Ephesians 4:25-26). 
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9. How does David compare his restraint to the Lord’s patience and mercy? Think about temptations 
that recur in your life. How might you, by God’s grace as His redeemed child, benefit from the 
example of David? How might this help you defeat Satan’s schemes? 

 
 
 
 

 

10. What would you select as the key verse or passage in 1 Samuel 23-24—one that best captures or 
reflects the dynamics of what these chapters are all about? 

11. List any lingering questions you have about 1 Samuel 21-22. 
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